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Men, Brethren, and Fathers, Cc. 


ſay ſome great matters unto you, but 
the Rigour of the Seaſon, and the 
Infirmities of my Age, encreaſed by a 
cloſe Impriſoament of five Months, doth not permit me. 
Anſwer. Indeed this Gentleman has made a great 
busſſe in the World; for ever ſince his youth, he 
proteſſes he has been engaged, in that horrid Cauſe 
of Blood : And it might very well be expeCted that he 
ſhould have ſhewn himſelf a Chriſtian, that he ſhould 
have died in Charity , profeſt his Allegiance, confeſt 
his Crimes, and prayed for his Proſecutors as his beſt 
, of Friends, in bringing him to condign Puniſhment ; 
Which was the moſt probable means to bring him to a 
fght of his guilt, and lead him to repentance. 
The Rigour of the Seaſon ſhould have prompted him 
to the ſame ſentiments, in putting him 1a mind of a 
--much ſharper, which attends all heinous and unrepen- 
- ting Criminals, 
> And his /yfirmities ſhould have been ſo many Moni» 
tors to him, to provide for his laſt Accompr, by wi- 
2 ping oft the Scores of his too early Treaſon and Rebel- 
. lion. 
- And ifhis Infirmities were ſo much encreaſed by his 
: five Months impriſonment, his Recolle&ion ſhould 
; have been ſo much the greater, that it might have 


©<call'd to his remembrance, how many worthy Perſons 
B he 
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(2) 
he had helpt to ſend to Goa/and Slaughter ; and ſhould 
have taught him a more humble Reſignation to the ad- 

mirable diſcoveries and Eforts of Juſtice in ſuch a due 

Retaliation; and have made him more compaſſionate, 
ro ſuch as have been fve Months twelve times told, in 

durance, upon (hitherto) inſufficient and dubious Ac- 
culations, 

Sid. Moreover, faith this Gentleman, We live in an 
Age, that maketh Truth paſs for Treaſon : Þ dare not ſay 
any thing contrary to it,and the Ears of thoſe thatare about 
me, will probably be ſound too tender to bear it. My 
Tryal and Condemnation doth ſufficiently evidence this, 

Anſwer. *Tis true, he had lived in an Age wherein 
Truth had paſſed for Treaſon, and he was one of the 
Great Inſtruments that madeit Currantby his Practice ; 
and therefore of all Men he had the leaft reaſon to ſay 
any thing to the contrary ; and many Ears, which 
were about him, were too well inform*d to be deluded 
by his crafty and malicious Inſinuations ; which, that 
they were falſe and ſcandalous, his 7ryal and Condems 
vation are ſufficient Evidence to evince. 

"Sid. Weſt, Rumſey, and Keeling, who were brought 
to prove the Plot , ſaid no more of me, then that they 
knew me not ; and ſome others equally unknown unto me, 
had uſed my Name, and that of ſome others, to give a 
little Reputation unto their Deſign. 

Anſwer. What Deſign was this, but only to unmask 
their Conſpiracy 2 Which was a Plot of fo black and hel- 
liſh a Complexion, that there-needed no other Evidence 
tor Mr. Sidney's Condemnation, then a Proot that he 
was engaged in it; and what clearer Evidence could 


| be expected for a Matter of FaQ,. then the Atteſtation- 


of Accomplices, Theſe Witnefſes were not ſuborn'd by 
Bribes, or ingaged by reſcues from wants and beggery, 


but inſtigated by conviftion of Conſcience, as well as. 


promp=-. 
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prompted, by certain knowledge, as Parties to the 
Conſpiracy. 'Tis the ZZoxeſty of theſe Witneſles ; the 
Pprightneſs of their Lives ; the /ategrity of their Man- 
ners their diſengagement from Self- Tarereſt , thar 
vives Reputation to their Teſtimony, 

Sid. *Tis objeQted indeed againſt the Lord Howard, 
that he is too infamous by his Life, and the many Perju- 
ries not tobe denyed, or rather ſworn by himſelf, to de- 
ſerve mention; and being a ſingle Witneſs would be of no 
value , tho he had been of unblemiſht credit, or had no? 
ſeen and confeſs'd, that the Crimes committed by him, 
would be pardoned only for committing more ; and even 
the Pardon promiſed could not be obtain'd till the Drud- 
gery of ſwearing was over, 

Anſwer. Let us obſerve, how this Gent/eman pre- 
varicates to ſerve his own turn; he calls their wicked 
Conſpiracy God's Cauſe, and ſuch as were engaged in 
it, he ſtiles God's People, and the beſt Proteſtants in 
England, Now Idemand, was not-my Lord Howard 
for that Cauſe ? Was not he of that Party? Whatever 
his life might be, we are ſure he was valued by them, 
when he was of their Aſſociation : Then all his Afﬀir- 
mations were Axthentick ; his Lite- and Manners no 
impeachment ( in their good Opinion ) to the carry- 
ing on of the 07 Cauſe, which was their Common 
Deſign of 'Treaſon and Rebellion. 


Paper, þ. 3» 


That he co»feft ſo many Crimes againſt himſelf was - 


his Ingenuity ; but if they make him unfir to be a Wit- 
neſs, what ſhall we think of this Gentleman, who 
was Partner in the guilt? But that his Lordſhip ſaid his 
Crimes would be pardoned only for committing more is 
a malicious ſlander; and ſo is the charge of Perjary, 
which he ſuggeſts to blaſt the honour of that Lord's 
Evidence. | | 

"Tis true, that { as the E. of Angleſey has depoſed? 
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the Lord Zoward to comfort and ſupport the 
Earl of Bedford, &c. told his Lordſhip, he was not to 
be troubled, for he had a diſcreet, a wiſe, and virtu- 
0#s Son, and he could not be in any ſuch Plot, That 
his Lord/hip might expe a good iſſue of that buſinels, 
aad might believe his Son ſecure ; for he believed, he 
was neither guilty, nor ſo much as to be ſuſpefted. He 
proceeded further alſo, and did ſay, that be knew of 10 


ſuch Barbarous Deſign, and could not charge my Lord 


Ruſlel with it, or any body elſe. | 
This the Lord Foward faid, but he did not deliver it 


upon Oath; and if weexamine Mr. Sidney's own fay- 


ings,. and denials at the time of his 7rya/, he has ſaid 
little leſs; and yet heand his friends ( 'tis probable) 
would take ir ill, it we ſhould call him Perjur'd for it: 
No Man was ever yet concemn'd, out of his own 
Mouth, upon words. ſpoken at random, or uttered oc- 
caſionally to pa/zate a ſuſpition. Nor will any ſuch 
looſe diſcourſe paſs for ſufficient Evidence, *Tis the 
legal and juridical Examination and'Requiry of the MHa- 
giſtrate, that gives life and vigour to a Teſtimony, and 
that makes the Lord Howard's evidence in Court be- 
yond Exception. 


And altho, fuch circumſtances may ſometimes oc- | 


cur as may make ſuch a rask uneaſy, and entertaind 
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with ſome Regret, yet the Law does require it as a-ve- 
ry neceſſary and So/emn Duty,and ſo it muſt be valued, 
There are many caſes, ſaith the Caſai/t, in which 
it is not only lawful, but neceſſary to:accuſe the Delin- 
quent. And every Man is. /vund to do it, whien the 
Crimes are ſuch, as. do immediately impeach the Pub- 
lick Good or mediately redound to a Piblick Miſchief ; 
or grievouſly affl;& or threaten any /nnocent Perſon ; 
it the damage can no other way be commodiouſly 
hindred; ( and how much more does this oblige, 


when: 


's) 


when the Publick Good, and the Innocent Perſon are 
both involv'd in the fame danger?) The Reaſon is, 
becauſe, by the Law of Nature, ( which makes -it a 
part of Juſtice) and out of Charity, whether toward 
the Common-weal, or towards a particular Neighbour, 
a Man is bound to uſe his utmoſt endeavour, it need 
requires, to prevent or remove ſuch miſchiefs. 

To call this incumbent Duty a piece of Drudgery, I 
confeſs, was but a courſe Title : but *tis not to be de- 
clin'd without a breach of Charzty, in the general, and 
inthis caſe *twould have been a breach ot Fu/tice too- 
And if he be accounted an ill Man, who fails in aduty 
of Juſtice and Charity toward a Fellow-Subject ; - ther 
he that ſtubbornly denies theſe Aids to his Soveraigr 
(when his Z.ife and Crows ſo eminently requires them) 
does detract his A!legzance, and in: thar' denial of his - 
dury, he: becomes perjur'd and commences Traytor 
ipſo- Fatto ; For the Tenour of his A/egzance is this. 

Twill bear Faith and true Allegiance to His Majeſty, 
His Heirs and Succeſſors,and Him and Them will defend 
to the uttermoſt of my Power, againſt all Conſpiracies and. 
Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt His 
or Their Perſons, Their Crown and Dignity, And 
will do my beſt endeavour to diſcloſe and make known un- 
to His Majeſty, Fs Heirs and Succeſſors, all Treaſons, 
and Traiterous Conſpiracies, which T ſhall know or hear of 
to be againſt im or any of them. 

The Singalarity-of this Lord's Teſtimony does 
not make it N// 1n it ſelf, tho infufficient, it ſeems, 
by a Law, which does not provide ſo: fully for 
the ſafety of the King's Perſon and Government, as 
fome other-Laws have done, for the: Property and - 
Intereſt of the Subject : But ſuppletory proofs are al> 
lowed by all equal Judges and by all that- are Judicious ;. 
and this Allowance.is-no- leſs:Rational then needtul 2 n 
calc's- 


Ames Caſ. 
* Conlc. L. 5. 
C.54. N.35,36- 
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caſes of this nature. In certain Crimes, fays the Ca/u/f 
for the proof of which, - morally ſpeaking, there can- 
not be found or expected two Witnelles, as in Adultery, 
Treaſon, and ſuch other works of darkneſs, other proofs 
may be ſufficient, tho there be not zwo Witneſſes to 
teſtify the ſame ſingular or individual Fact. The Rea- 
ſon is, becauſe as well the Nature of the thing, as the 
Publick Neceſlity, docs make this exception from the 
general Rule. | And the Caſ#i/ts in general do tell us 
turther, That not only the Nozorzety of the Fact, and 
the Confeſſion of the Party, and the contents of written 
Inſtruments, but ſometimes allo vehement and convin- 
cing Preſumptions, do obtain the force and ſupply the 
Place ofa Teſtimony.] 

Now, ifthis were Mr. S$zdney's word, his Concezt of 
Motto wherein he delighted, upon all occaſions, to 
declare and boaſt his malice to Sovereign Princes, Ma- 
us hec inimica Tyrannis, this hand is an Enemy to Ty- 
rants ; if this were the Cauſe wherein he was engaged 
from his yoath, if he employ'd his Time and W7z, his 
Pen, and Sword, to propagate and defend the Pradtice ; 
it he held ſeveral Conſaits, and ſent Aaron Smith into 
Scotland to {olicite a Confederacy there, and procure aid 
from thence to that effect, whereof his profound filence 
in this his laſt Paper feemsto be a tacite acknowledg- 
ment) after the Teſtimony of the Lord Zoward, and 
ſo many vehement Preſumptions in concurrence with it, 


what need is there of any farther Witneſs? This is 


more then enough for a ſuperſedeas to what Mr. Sidney 
alledgeth further in theſe words. 

Sid. This being laid afide, the whole matter is redu- 
ced to the Papers ſaid to be fonnd in my Cloſet by the 
King's Officers, without any othet Proof of their being 
written by me, than what is taken from ſuppoſitions up- 
on the ſimilitude of a hand that is eafily counterfeited, 
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and which hath been lately declared, in the Lady Car's 
Caſe, to be no lawful Evidence in Criminals Caſes. 

Anſwer. How much rhis Gentlemans Caſe differs 
from my Lady Car's is left to. the long Robe ( whoſe 
profeſſion it is) to determine. 

But I cannot but obſerve, tho he would not be 
charged with thoſe Papers, as the Author of them, yet 
he owns the caxzexts,which he had at his Fingers end, 
and were the frequent S#4jed of his Diſcourſe and the 
Rule of his Prattice. And rather then they ſhould be 
loſt or buried with him, he thought fit to bequeath 
them as his laſt Legacy, toallthe World, to Men, Bre- 
thren, aud Fathers, and even to Strangers as well as to 
his Friends, and Country-Mes ; 10 that we may plainly 
ſee his Heart as well as his Zand in the Contrivance and 
Edition of them;he adds therefore theſe wordsfollowing. 

Sid. 1f I had been ſeen to write them, the matter would 
not be much altered, They plainly appear to relate unto 
a large Treatiſe written. long fince in anſwer toFilmer's 
Book ; which by all Intelligent Mea, 1s thought to be 
grounded upon wicked Principles, equally pernicious un- 
to Magiſtrates and People. 

Anſwer. Whether the Book, he means be Sir Ro- 
bert Filmer's Patriarcha, I cannot tell: But I ſuppoſe, 
therein that learned Baronet, has laid down his Prin- 
ciples with no leſs caution then judgment. And that 
all /ate/ligent Men do not think of them as Mr. Sidxey 
would perſuade us, is evident by the Epiſtle of Doctor 
HTeylin prefixed to it, who was cſteemed- as great a: 
Judge of Books, in his time, as any that Age had bred; 
Thus he exprefles his Judgment of it : Had he pleaſed 
to have ſuffered his Excellent Diſcourſe calPd Patriarcha 
70 appear in Publick, it would have given ſuch ſatisfa- 
tion to all our great Maſters: in- the Schools of Polity, 

that all other Tradlates in that kind,. had been found-un- 


weceſſary. | He. 
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"He that reads that excellent Treatiſe, with a delibe- 


rate Judgment and Sobriety, will not find -it to be 


grounded upon ſuch wicked Principles as is imagined. 

Mr. Sidzey,as a skilful Rhetorician, might ſay, They are 
equally pernicious to Magiſtrate and People, when really 

they are ſo to neither, but highly beneficzal to «them 

both, where they are duly and well obſerv'd. 
Sid. But (fays Mr. Sidxey.) If he might publiſh un- 
to the World his Opinion, That all Men are bornunder 

a Neceſſity deriv'd from the Laws of God and Nature , 

to ſubmit to an abſolute Kingly Government, which-could 
be.reſtrained by no Law or Oath ; and that he that hath 

the Power, whether he came unto it by Creation, EleCti- 
on, .Inheritance, -Uſurpation, or any other way, had the 

Right , and none muſt oppoſe his will, but the Perſons 
and Eſtates of his Subjetts mult be indiſpenſably ſubjedt 

Unto it, QC, 

Anſwer. I deſire the impartial Reader to peruſe Sir 

Robert Filmer's Patriarcha, and to take his ſenſe 1n his 

_own words, for his clearer ſatisfaction. Do we not 
believe, that of one Blood God hath made all Nations of 
Men 2 Was Adam to take his meaſures of Dominion 
from his own Cradle? Was he to conſult his Children, 
how they would let him govern them 2 If he were to 
enter into Articles with his own Poſterity, who was 
to be intruſted to draw them up? and if he were to take 
an Oath to be juſt and equal to them, who is ſuppoſed 
to havethe Authority to impoſe it ? 

- When God ſays, Honour thy Father and thy Mother, 
does he not command Sebjettion and Obedience? But 
where ſhall we find the Limitation.? Why, in this Caſe, 
the Law of God and Nature, which lays a Neceſſry up- 
on the duty of the Child does likewiſe put a reſtraint 
upon the Authority of the Parent, and God himſelf 
who 1s the Author of Nature, will take an account of it. 

That 
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That there is a Preheminence in the Title of Primoge- 


iture is out of Queſtion. This was old Faco#'s Prin- Colcr. 1. 18. 


_ciple upon his Death-Bed, Reuben, Thou art my Firſt- 


born, my Might, and the Beginning of my ſtrength, © 4% +: 
the Excellency of Dignity, and the Excellency of Power. 

This was his Natural Prerogative, tho he forfeited it 

by his Inceſt; Becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy Father's 1, _. 
Bed, therefore ſhalt thou not excell : And Abel being 

the younger Brother, if Cai had not murdred him, 

*tis clear, he had had Dominion over him ; for ſo God 

tells Cain, His defire ſhall be ſubject unto Thee,and Thou 3% 4 7. 
ſhalt rule over him. And when God 1s pleas'd to exalt 
David above all other Princes, how does he confer that 
ſaper-eminent Dignity, but by the title of Primogeni- 
ture? / will make him my firſt Born, higher then the 
Kings of the Earth. And God will have liberty to go- 
vern the World his own way, inſpight of Mr. S:4xey's 
Politicks. 

We acknowledge God's Prerogative with a profound 
Humility and Reverence ; That the Moſt High ruleth 
in the Kingdom of Men,” and giveth it to whomſoever he 2%: +32 
will; That he changeth the Times and the Seaſons, that »,, . ., 
he removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings. And yet we 
never find that he changed the Nature and Form of Go- 
vernment upon the miſcarriage of the Governour. 

The Pride and Infolency of Nebuchadnezzar was a 
mighty Proyocation in the Eyes of Heaven, and ?ran/- 
form'd him into a Beaſt ; yet was not his Kingdom de- 
graded into a Democracy. Upon his Reſtauration he 
intorms us thus, For the glory of my Kingdom, mine Ho- 
nour and Brightneſs yeturned tome, and my Counſedors, 
and my Lords ſought unto me; And I was eſtabliſhed in 
my Kingdom, and excellent Majeſty was added to me. 

To take up the exorbitant PraCtices of turbulent 
Times, and evil Perſons, is to follow the example - 

tae 


Dan. 4. 36. 


Pſal. 89, 27. 
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the moſt wicked Generation of Scries and Phariſees ; 
And we may very well anſwer all ſuch Prefidents, in | 
the words ot Chriſt, From: the beginning it was not 
0, 

4 A Writing of Divorcement is not tobe pleaded againſt | 
the Divine Inſtitution ; And we muſt make a vali dif- | 
terence betwixt that which is-zo/erated for the hardneſs 
of mens. Hearts, and that which is warrazted by the 
Holy Writ and the Pattern on the Mount. 

Sid. But ſays Mr. Sidney; ( without any reſpect to 
the worth and quality of that learned Barozet. | f Filmer 
has publiſhed ſuch a Book to the World, I Know not, why 
T might not have publiſhed my. Opinion to . the contra- 


# Anſwer. The Gentleman is very much. miſtaken in 
this Opinion, for there is no reaſon in the World, that 
equal liberty ſhould be allowed, to propagate Sedition, 
and to perſuade Obedience. Becaule 'tis lawful to have 
Publick Schools to teach the Arts and Sciences, or the 
Dofrine of the Goſpel, may we therefore plead for the 
fetting up of Academies to inſtruct Men.in Vice and 
Wickednelſs.? 

' But the Gentleman: having. ſufficiently. inveighed 
againſt the Book, and Principles of Sir Robert Filmer , 
he comes to write and lays down his own; the firſt 
whereof is this. | | 

( Sid. 1. ?) That God had left Nations unto the liberty 
of ſetting up ſuch Governments as beſt pleas'd them- 
ſelves. 

Anſwer. It there be any ſuch confuſed RaZZ/e of ab- 
ſolute Independents to be found, he muſt ſeek. for them 
in Zrop1a, or the [le of Fines ; and then, betore they 
can come to an Agreement about their Form of.. Go- 
vernment (having no Maſter Bee in the whole ſwarm, 
to:-command) they muſt caſt Lozs, who ſhall be their 


Speater,, 
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Bpeaker, who ſhall ca/land manage their Aſſembly, and 
who ſhall 4ifolve it, when ( at leaſt if ever they can 
agree and tell when) their Diſpute and Buſineſs will 
be ended. Mr. Sidzey might have made ſhort work of 
it, if he could have named thoſe Nations, to whom 
God had left that Liberty, and had produced their 
Charters for it. But we are ſure the Children of [-ae/ 
met with no ſuch Nations in all their Travels; wit- 
neſs that Demand of theirs to Samuel, Make us a King 1 Sam 8. 5. 
zo judge us like all the Nations. We find no ſuch exempt 
Nations in the Books of Moſes, or the Prophers; no 
ſuch in the Yifons of Daniel, or the Revelation; no Dan. 7. 8. 
ſuch among the Evangeliſts or the Epiſtles of the Apo- 
ſtles. 
If God ſhould create a Multitude of Men at once, 
and by ſome miraculous Gale of Providence, bring 
them upon a Land in one Night, as he did the ſwarms 
of Locs/ts into the Land of Egyp? ; we might well ima- x,,q. 0. 14. 
gine, he would give them as much'Sagacity as hegave 
thoſe Locuſts, to gather together into Bands for their 
own ſafety, tho, at preſent, they had no King over Prov. 30. 27- 
them. | 
But that God hath left Nations at Liberty to throw 
oft their Soveraign Rulers, and to ſet up a New Govern- 
ment, after their own Juſts; this is that which muſt 
be well Proved ; and they muſt ſhew us an Authentick 
. Charter ſign'd from Heaven, that grants them ſuch a 
Priviledge; otherwiſe, God has taught us to eſteem 
ſuch a Practiceno better then Rebellion. 
(Sid. 2.) Mr. Sidney ſays further, That Magiſtrates 
were ſet up for the good of Nations, not Nations for the 
honour and glory of Magiſtrates. | 
Anſwer. What this Gentleman would infer from 
hence we may gueſs, tho he. has not expreſly told us. 
The Apoſtle tells us,the Man was not made for _ 
| C 2: ut 
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(2) 
bit the Woman for the Man; has a Man liberty theres 
fore to cut. his Wifes Throat? In the ſetting up of Ma» 
giſtrates weare to conſider a twofold end ; ( 1.) Fins 
Cui, For whoſe ſake it wasſet up. Doubtleſs it was for 
Man's fake; And ſo was Chritt z#carrate, for as Men, 
and for our Salvation, he came down from Heaven ; 
What then? If we like not the Condition of his Em- 
pire, -and the Adminiſtration of his Government, may 
we turn Jews preſently, and cry out, Nolumus ZHunc 
Regnare: We will not have this Man to reign over 
us ? 

(2) There is Fixis Cajus, the End and Purpoſe for 
which the Magiſtrate is. eſtabliſhed ;and that is good 
Order and Government ; that we may lead a quiet and 


1: Tim, 2:2 peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. And if the 


Prov. 14.28. 


®-Gen. 12; 2. 
17. 20. 
Exod. 32. 10. 


King's Honour be inthe Multitude of his Subjects,'tis 
much more certainly in their Yertze and Fidelity. 

And it God ſets not up Magiſtrates for thezr own 
Glory ( which he can never prove:. God having de- 
clard Himſelf in ſeveral inſtances to the contrary *;) 
yet undoubtedly he does it for his own; and his Glory 
is highly celebrated many. times by their exemplary 
Juſtice. ; | 


. *Tis for God's glory that Achan. ſhould be ſtoned,. 


that ſuch as make /»ſaurreftions againſt Moſes and Aaron 
ſhould be made a iz» or Monument of Terrour to the 
Seditious;that ſuch as threaten the Life and Safety of the 
King , or ſlander the foorfkeps of God's Anojnted, 
ſhould be brought to condign. Puniſhment. 

(Sid. 3.) This Gentleman ſays further; That the 
Right and Power of Magiſtrates in every Country, was 
that, which the Laws of that Country made it to be. 

Anſwer. (1): This 15 a Paradox, and wants a ſolid 
Proof to make it good. For what Laws does he mean ? 
And wher, and where, and by whom. were ſuch Laws 

enacted 2 


(13) 

enacted ? If: ſuch Laws there be , they muſt be made, 
either hefore or after the Magiſtrate was eſtabliſhed : It 
before; Then there were Laws before there was a 
Law-giver : If after ; Then, they coufd not be the In- 
ftrument to convey the Right and Power to the Magt- 
ſtrate, for 'tis ſuppoſed, he was conſtituted and eſta» - 
bliſhed before them. 

(2) Upon this Ground we run into an abſurd and : 
endleſs Czrcle, as we charge the Roman Catholicks, 
when they prove the fall;bi/ity of their Church by 
the Anthority of the Holy Scriptures, and then, the 
Authority of the Holy Scriptures by the »fallibi/tty 
of their Church. Thus Mr. Sidney makes the Magi- - 
ſtrate to ove Life, and Power, to the Law; and then 
(thar the Law may be out of his Debt, he makes z7 to - 
give Life, and Power to the Magiſtrate. 
(3 Such Laws (at leaſt if we look home to our own - 
Conſtitution are but the Inſtruments of Recognrzion 
in the Subje&t, not of Eftabliſhment to the Prince+ 
Tho he Accepts of thoſe As of-Recognition, and gives - 
his Fzat to them, yet his Right is: Antecedently inhe- 
rent in Himſelf, and fetrled before they are made : Such - 
Laws do-not create, . but derlare the Authority and Pre-- 
rogative of the Soveraign ; and by -them the Subject 
does not confer that Authority and Prerogative,but only 
Recognize and acknowledge it. ; 

Sid. 4.) He ſays further ; That thoſe Laws are to be 
obſerved, and the Oaths taken by them, having the force | 
of a contra between Magiſtrate and People, cannot be 
violated without danger of diſſolving the whole Fabrick. 

Anſwer. 1. "Tis a voluntary Oath which the King 
takes at his Coronation; there is no competent: Autho=» 
rity to impoſe it ; Hereupon the 4rch-Biſhop does not - 
ſay to the King,... Thou ſhalt ſwear, but, Art thow plea- - 


fed that our upright Laws and Cuſtoms be obſerved ; and . 


the. 


(74) 
the Soveraign is King, not by coxtrad, - but by Tahe- 
ritance, and Succeſron ; and yet, I ſay, in Conſcience 
his Oath is to be obſerv'd. 

But then- we ſhould do well to remember, -that -the 
King is obliged by. that Oazh,” to defend the-Church in 
her Eſtate, in her Rights, and Government ; and to 
cauſe his Subjeds to conform to her Laws and. Diſcipline ; 
for-the Arch-Biſhop's demand is this ; Pleaſeth it you 
to confirm and obſerve the Laws and Cuſtoms of ancient 
Times, granted from God, by Fuſt and Devout Kings, 
unto the Engliſh Nation, by Oath unto the ſaid People; 
eſpecially the Laws, Liberties, and Cuſtoms granted un- 
fo the Clergy, aud Laity, by the famous King Edward ; 
to which the King anſwers Afirmatively. And the firſt 
Chapter of Magna Charta ſays thus: Firſt, We have 
granted to God, and by this our preſent Charter have 
confirmed for us and our Heirs for ever, that the Church 
of England /pa# be free, and ſhall have all her whole 
Rights and Liberties inviolable. 

(2) Would Mr. S:dney and his Fanatick Party have 
the King keep. this Oath inviolable 2 No ; they would 
force him to break it; and then fight againſt him, be- 
cauſe ( as they pretend in other inſtances) he did nor 
keep it, *Tis not the Sacred 7ze of his Oath, which 
they ceſire His Majeſty ſhould keep inviolable, ( for 
then they muſt needs, in Conſcience, think their own 
Oath of Allegiance binding to themſelves.) 

'Tis not what His Majeſty hath ſworn, but only 
what themſelves would have doxe or undone, that they 
would have him keep inviolable. 

By his Oath the King is pleagd] to give His People 
Aſſarance, that he will maintain their «prizht Law's 
and Cuſtoms, and that in all his Judgments /zdifferent 
and Upright Faſtice ſhall be adminiſter'd, and that he 
will uſe Diſcretion therein with Mercy and Verity. And 
tis 


'r5) 
'tis 2 Maxime of Sir Roter? Filmers, that a King go-- 
wverning in a ſettled Kingdom, leaves to be a King, and 
degenerates into a Tyrant, ſo ſoon as He ceaſes to Rule 
according to his Laws. TS 

(3) But becauſe, ſome Laws may be Inconvenient, 
Rigorous, and Doubtful , and ſome poſſibly may be 
made in a juncture of Time to ſerve a Prevailing Party, 
which are not ſo.uprizhz, as they ſhould be ; therefore 
there muſt be a Power ſomewhere not only to /zterpret 
and mitigate ſuch Laws, but alſo to ſuſpend, alter, and 
repeal them. | ;; 

This Power muſt be ſuppos'd to be above the Law ;. 
and if there could be any Contratt to reſtrain the Pra- 
ice of it , the. condition. of ſuch Subjects would be 
more miſerable then can eaſily be. imagined. PE 

In all contingencies ſammum jus mult be their final 
Award and-ſentence ; and whatever misfortune, mie 
ſtake or Paſſion might be alledged to extenuate and lef- 
ſen the Guilt, . yet execution muſt be done according to - 
the Letter of the Law, in the utmoſt Rigour of it; tor 
as Mr. Sidney's Doctrine doth ſuppoſe, the Magiſtrate 
is under a coxtra#, and that Muſt not. be. vio/ated for 
fear the whole Fabrick of the Government ſhould be 
diſlolv'd and overwhelm us in the Ruines of it... 

Bur the truth is. The Royal, Soveraigs. or Supream 
Magiſtrate has a. Law Paramount, which .every Wile 
and Gracious Prince impoſes upon himſelf.. Sal/us Por 
puli Suprema Lex eſto;. the. ſatety of the People, that's 
his great and general Rule ; which yet he ſhould never 
ſuffer to be apply'd but by his own Hand.and Judg- 
ment. According, to this Rule, He has. Power , not 
only to ena? new Laws, but alſo to mitigate or ſuſpend, 
to Alter or Repeal, all ſuch as ſhall be thought fit to be 
Repeal'd or Alter d, mitigated or ſuſpended. 


Tlus - 


(16) 
-" "This is the King's Prerogative and every Man, at 
- one time or other, ſues to reap the benefit, and is glad 
ro makeuſe of it; and this is exaQly according to that 
Law, which the King ſwears to maintain; nor can the 
Subject be ſafe, or the Government ſtand without 

it. es 
( Sid. 5.) He ſays, That ©ſurpation can give no 
Right ; and the moſt dangerous of all Enemies unto 
Kings are They, who raifing their Power to an exorbitant 
Height, allow unto Uſurpers all the Rights belonging 

.unto it. | 
' Anſwer. The Soveraign Power (not to ſpeak of the 
Exerciſe and Adminiftration of it) may be confidered, 


.as to the Original and Nature of it, or as to its Adep- 


tion, Acquiſition, and Parchaſe. If we confider the 
'Natare and Original of. it, *tis God that raiſeth Kings 
to that height of 'Soveraign Power which'they are in- 
veſted with Cyrus was his Shepherd, and the Roman 
Emperors his Minifters. God faith, By me Kings Reign, 
and, / have ſaid ye are Gods. Their Power 7s from 


God, and without it thgy cannot periorm their Offce, 


and therefore we muſt not cenfure-1t as exorbitant. 
- - ASto the Adeption and Parchaſe of this Power, we 
eaſily grant that 7ſurpation can give no Rgh?, but to 
Damnation for it. Yet an injur'd Prince may be re- 
duc'd to ſuch Circumſtances, as to conclude it his moſt 
prudent courſe quietly. to ſet down, and conſult his 
own ſafety, and to wait God's leifure for the advantage 
of a feaſonable Revolution. - 
| Many Emergencies of Providence may fall under 
-Confideration ; the Line of Succefſion may be cut off, or 
.1t may be intangled,and theTitle tothe CrownDubious; 
.or the Competitors tir'd out by Time, and the Toyls 
.of War; and having their Paſſtonsdrown'd in a Sea of 
Blood, may relent, and come to a Compatliionate and 
Pru- 
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Prudential Com-promiſe. 'There was great humanity in 
Abner's Argument to Joab,and 'twas very perſuaſive 


and effeCtual ; Shall the Sword devour for ever? Knoweſt , .. _ _ 


then not that it will bebitrerneſs in the latter end > 

In extraordinary caſes we muſt ſuffer our ſelves to be 
over-rul'd by Divine Providence, . when we have good 
Aſſurance that God will have it ſo. But we muſt have 
a care we do not recede from our bounden Duty, be- 
cauſe we theet with the Croſs and Affliction in it.Some- 


times God will have us, Watt upon him in the way of his 1s. 26. 6. 


Judgments. 
When a ſinful People grows ripe for vengeance,fome 
there will be, that are fit to make a Rod ; and com- 
monly, when the Dradgery of ſcourging is over, their 
_ and Malice, makes them fit for nothing but the 
ire, 

Whatever the D:ſpenfation be, we ſhould conſider, 
that, tho God does rie up our hands, | he does 
not bind his own. Arid tho, He does not al 
ways diſcloſe his own Counſel, yet be hath fhewed 
thee, O Man, what is good! And what doth the Lord 
thy God require of thee ? Bat, to do Faſt ice, and to love 
Mercy, to fear God, and the King, and not to meddle 
with the Seditious, the Men rhat are given to — 

But when a Prince is opprefs'd by a Potent pre- 
vailing FaCtion, and condeſcends to a Dedition of him- 
ſelf, and his Sovereign Intereſt ( for the Safety of 
Himſelf and Subje&ts) to fome Friend or Allie, whom 
He hath invited to his Affiſtance; the Power that 
comes into the hands of fuch an Azxi/iary ( not by 
force, but by conſent upon ſucha voluntary ſurrendry ) is 

fairly and legally acquired;. and he that has it is not to 
be lookt uport as an ©Vſurper, but as Poſſefſor bong 
fidei, as a Jaſtand Rightful Owner of the Soveraignty, 

and: ought not to þe refiſted, 


D This | 


(18) 
This was the very Caſe of the Jew?/h Nation ; upon; 
the death of Alexander, a Contention aroſe betwixt his R 
two Sons, #Zircanus and Ariſtobulus about theKingdom; 
Ariſtobulus,the younger,getsPoſleſſion,&r/H7ircanus ſeeks 
to the Romans for Redreſs : Makes a Dedition of himſelf, 
M64 192 aging and Party to Them; and to berefcued from the V/aurpas 
«nd note bv, tion of a younger Brother, and Fellow-Subje&ts, - 7hey 
chooſe to fubje&t themſelves to a Confederate, 
Such Caſes as theſe do-eafily decide themſelves, and 


create no difficulty for a Debate : The great queſtion is > 


about a wild and bold Z/arper,who has no claim at all 
to enter, beſides the colourable Title, which he has pur- 
chaſed by the fucceſs of his Uſurpation. = e--- 
Of ſuch a Proſperous Miſcreant, I ſhall. ſay no more 
but this,. that having been ſo much a Xzave asto «uſurp 
aPower (having thriven fo well in the Attempt,) He 
will not be ſs much.a Fool as to ſuffer Himſelt to be 
troden down-by them; whonr he has got under him; 
tho he has had the helpand ſervice of their own hands 
for his Advancement.{Nor does Almighty God always d 
clip the Wings of ſuch an Zſ«rper's Power; becauſe He | 
Habuck. 7.12. 15 Ordained forJudgment,and muſt be allow*d aSuficient 
Power to do-his- work effeftually, upon ſuch as have 
fitted Themſelves for. Wrath and Vengeance. 
God in his moſt Wiſe and Juſt Providence is pleas'd 
to uſe all fair means to prevent 7Tamults and Inſurretia 
ons; but when Men do. Prijeft to ſhake off a Juſt and 
Eaſie Toak by wicked means, either to relieve Them- 
ſelves ftrom ſome little Burthens, or:to reap ſome great ' 
Advantage thereby ;. *tis juſt and uſual with God MM 
eventually to defeat their Deſign, and to deny a ſuc- | 
ceſs ſuitable to their expectation : He will not ſuffer 
Them to mend their Condition. by their change of 
Maſters, that they may not have that Temptation to 
invite them to Rebellion. And many times he doth 
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fo order the Matter, inthe Juſtice of his Diſpenſation, 
that: the Condition of the Seditious 1s' made much 
worſe by their Ingratitude to a gracious Soveraign - 


The Fire comes out of the Bramble, and devours not 19%: 9: 1s. 


only ſuch Shrubs, but the Cedars alſo which abet them: 
When They refuſe the Waters of Shiloah which go 


ſoftly, God threatens to bring upon them a force of 1c, g. 6, ;. 


violence like a Torrent and Inundation. | 
But ſuppoſe the Prince ſhould be a 7Tyrant, and walk 
by-no other Rule then his own Luſt, ( for amongſt Fa- 
Ctious and Seditious Men this is often the Pretence, 
tho, in truth, ſeldom the real Grievance; ) bur, for 
once, let us ſuppoſe the very worſt : He that makes 
an Infurre&tion to depoſe a Tyrant, if he intends to 
{et up Himſelf (and has no juſt Title) He does but 
caſt out Devils. by Beelzebub : If he deſigns a Popular 
Government, then. in pulling down one Tyrant, he 
ſets up forty ; T appeal to the Chronicles of. England, 
whether the worſt of our Lawf#/ Kings, did ever com- 
mit' ſuch' barbarous, and bloody Qutrages, as the 
Republicans of the Rump-Parliament, and Cromwel!'s 
Army ? | 
(6) Sidney. This Gentleman goes on and tells us, 
That ſuch Uſurpations being ſeldom compaſſed without 
the ſlaughter of the reigning Perſon or Family, | the worſt 
of all Villanies was thereby rewarded with the maſt glo- 
rious Priviledges : He ſays allo, | 
That if ſuch Doftrires were receiv?d they would ftir up 
Men to the Deſtruction of Princes with more violence then 
all the Paſſions that have hitherto raged in the Hearts of 
the moſt unruly. | | .? 
Anſwer. *Tis well known, ſuch Dotrixes have been 
too much preach'd, too much receiw/d, and pradtiſed; 
and Subjects have been ſtirr'd up to the Deſtruction of 
their Princes, ' with a Ze4:þ, which'.is more <then'a 
Brutiſh violence, D 2 Have 


CE eee CE ER Ir ane eerie 


( 20) 

Have we not had a fort of Men who have'call'd 
Themſelves a Parliament? ('Fhe thing Mr. Szdney ſo: 
much dotes on;when it is the Peoples Creature;” Would: 
they not have given Cromwell the Title of the Lord's 
Anointed Did they not court Him to take the Crown, 


for his great Service of Rebellion and Regicide? We 
have a Catalogue of their Commiztee,appointed April.g.. 


1657. The Names of their Perſons are printed in 
words at length, with their Number 9g. Theſe were 
cheſex Men, and Men of Renown; we have their feve- 


ral Speeches and Addreſſes to that effe&t : They areall 


compriſed in « little Book, call'd (what intruth ir is) 


Treafans Maſter-piece, printed for Daniel Major, at the. 


Hand and Scepter in Fleet=ſtreet, 1680. 


I ſhall not follow their example in making my ſelf 
2n Advocate for Rebellion, or in giving the Title of 


God's Anointed to an Ufurper ; but to the Honour of 


Sir Robert Filmer be it remembred, That he did never. 


favour an Vſurper, never fided with CromweZ, never 
afforded the leaſt good look towards the late Rebellion. 


And as it highly juſtifies the Zeal of 'thi Loyal Party, 


who out of a Deteſtation of thoſe Villanies which 
ſurfers do commit, have declar'd their. Abhorrexse of 
all fddr eſs that.look that way,and ingaged their Lives 


and Fortunes. to.ſupport the Crown and to tranſmit. 
theDefcent of it in a rightLine,to preſerve Succe/ion : So. 


| 1t does as highly condemn ſuch as have been,and are ſtill 
againſt it;who are the very Menthat would reward the 
worſt of all Yi//axies with the moſt g/orions Privitedges. 

. Rut-it-ſeems. this Zefor for Democracy had: no fonds» 
neſs for thoſe glittering Baits of Honour and Advan- 
tage, which.commonly. tempt 7ſurpers to-rebel : He 
loved 7reaſon{as a Miſtreſs without. a Dowry) purely: for 
Treaſons fake; or elſe he had an 4ntipathy to all Shue» 


raign Power, aad: ſet Himſelf. ſtitily. to oppaſe it, be- 
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cauſe He- could not endure that any Man ſhould: be 
a /ize above Him in the Government. . | 
P (7) Sidxey. (The Gentleman adds) 7 hat xone could 
be ſafe if ſuch a Reward were propos d unto Any that 
conld deſtroy Them ( meaning Privces,) That few would 
be ſo gentle as to ſpare even the Beſt, if by thetr Deſtrus 
- tion a wild. Uſurper could become God's Anointed, 
| and by. the moſt execrable Wickedueſs inveſ® Himelf- 
| with that Divine Charafter. | 
| Axſwer. "Tis ſomewhat ſtrange this Gentlemag ' 
1 ſhould fo bitterly inveigh againſt the' Y74axies and - 
| F execrable Wickedneſs of -Uſurpers, when He confelles, 


4 


He had been ingaged in the 0d Cauſe (which was Re- - 
bellion) from his Touth; and was at the yery fame time, . 
when He wrote this Paper,condemaed for a Conſpiracy, 
Quis tulerit Gracchos de Seditione querentes ? 
But Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft;and this was 
one Symptome of the faſcination; for he writes nothing 
bere but his own ſtory, or his-own Life and Actions in : 
Epitome. Ss $A | _ 
0 For Paſſion raging in his unruly Heart, he was not fp 
gentle a4 to. ſpare even the beſt of Kings, tho His own - 
Leige Lord and Sovereign; nor to ſtick at the Perpe- 
tration. of the moſt execrable Wickedneſs, te compuls- 
His Deſtruction ; .and as He had a Hand in:the murder 
of ee King, ſo He had his Z7cad ingaged in complot- 
ting the Ruine of another : But I hope we have 1een-an - 
end of. ſuch Archeivements. | 
No *'Tis true ſome Men are 4o/d and.darizg inventuring . 
at a Crown : But, that's nota Bait for common reeth to 
bite at ) their ſuccefs does notalways anſwer Expecta- - 
+ tion ; inſtead of thaſeGloriowP riviledges They aim at, . 
They are many times rewarded with an Ax or Hatter. 
He muſt have: a' very long Arm who attempts -to 
graſp a Crown: To 4/cerd the Throne, there's rare 
in: 
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irrit then #p avd Ride ; *tis poſſible He that gets his foot 
into the S7irrup,may never be able to Mount the Saddle. 

+He that-makes away his lawful Soveraign by a baſe 
Aſſaſſination is odious unto all Men : He becomes a 
Yerrour to Himſelf, He lives in fear, and dyes with in- 
famy; Fad Z\imri Peace who flew his Maſter ? 
- -All the ways which Policy can invent to acquire, and 
compaſs (ſuch) great Enterprizes as a witty Gentleman 
hath obſerv'd) are either by open and hoſtile Forces, or 
By ſecret and ſubtil craft, or with plauſible Pretences 
Yo delude the People, or with Reaſon, and Arguments 
#o perſnade the Sages and Grandees of a Kingdom; theſe 
are the ordinary Engines of Policy. 

To defeat a Lawtul Prince, and out Zim of his King- 
dom, the ©/arper muſt be a Man of great 7ewper and 
.Condutt, inſtructed iin all the ſybtil Arts of [nfinuation, 
with a vaſt Talent of Zypocrifie, and a cunning Crafti- 
eſs to deceive: He muſthave a ſage and wary Councel, 
a Fund of Wealth, an Intereſt of. Friends, a Confedes- 
racy of Forces, a Magazine of Arms, qvith Places of 
Strength for his Shelter and Retreat... | 

When He is thus well.-provided, (which'is the work 
of anAge to compats ) He is ſtill 4oubtful of Succeſs; 
and in' common courſe of Providence, the 6dds is 
twenty toone againſt Him ; which puts me in mind of 
a Diſtich\,' made upon the /eading Members of the 
Fattion in Forty one, | 


Princes are we if we prevall, 
And Gallant Villains if we fail, 


But the greateſt Buckler and Safe-guard'of a Prince 
is the Divine Pavour and Proteftion, God can blaſt the 
 Politicks of the ſubrileſt Achirophel, he can infatuate 
the Z/urper's Councels, and defeat his deſigns, he can 
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confound the devices of the Seditious, and Scatzer the 
People that delight in War ; 1na word; He can either 
melt the Heart of. the Traitor,. or diſcover the Conſpi- 
racy. | 
Ger giveth He unto his King, and hath 
delivered Charles his Servant from the malignant 
Sword. | | | 

Our Soul is eſcaped even as a-Bird out of the Snare 
of the Fowler, the Snare is broken, and we are deli- 
wered. | 

Our help ſtandeth in the 'Name' of "the Lord our 
God.” 6 
To conclude this Paragraph, The DocQtrines of this 
Gentleman and his Fanatick Party,. are not only apt to 
ſtir up Men to the Deſtruttion of Princes, but are ca 
culated dire&tly for it.; which 'can never be juſtly 
charged upon any of: our. Maxims. | 

For we ſay, the moſt Legal-and Fuſt Poſleſſion of a: 
Crown gives no 7ztleto the Xingdom of Heaven ; and 
"tis poſſible a Man may have the Y1al of Zoly Oyl poured 
por his Head ( which does: derive the Title of God's 


| Anointed to Him ') and: yet want that Charader of 


Gfrace'which ſhould fic him for the 7hroxe- of Glory ; 
what great Temptation then can it poſſibly be imagt- 


' ned, to ſnatch, with ſo much Zazard and juſtice, at 


the: Poſſeſſion ofa Temporal Crown, when we aretold, . 
for certain, that there isno leſs then a heavy. Woe, and 
a bitter Curſe, and a dreadful Vengeance, and a horrible 
Damnation, entaid upon the S1cri/egious Ulurpationr;. 
this is-our Belief, and the Doctrine we profels. 
| But to animate and inflame their Godly Party, - they 
boggle not to call their Rebellion.God's Caxſe, nor'to- 
ſtile ſuch as are engaged in it God's People: They are- 
dubb'd Saints under the Banner of Sedition, and whees 
led on with. the Promiſes. of Glorious Priviledges in 
this 


this Life, and if they fall in the Caule, they are told, 


They die Martyrs, and have the Kingdom of Heaven 
inſured to Them by their fatiaus Preachers, 

He that can believe he may inveſt himſelf with ſuch 
Divine CharaQers, and imineftſe Advantages, by the 
moſt excrable wickedneſs of Rebe/ion, how can he be 
ſo flupid as to ſtand ſtill, or ſo great a Coward as to 
ſtand out againſt the charms of ſuch ſollicitations? 

.. Sid. This; Mr. Sidney ſays, is the ſcope of the whole 
Treatiſe (wherein) the Writer gives ſuch Reaſons as at 


-preſent-did occxr unto bim toprove it. 


This ſeems ( he ſays) to agree with the Dofrines of 
the moſt Reverenced Authors, of al Times, Nations and 


Religions, the beſt and wiſeft of Kings have ever acknow- 


ledged it. 
Anſwer. For the Rights of Dominion, the Meaſares 


. of Obedience, and the Juiqaizy of Rebellion, the Rea- 


er may find them better tated in ſeveral Books lately 
Publiſhed, then in Mr. Sidzey's Papers. 
The French King,no doubt, is an Enemy to 2ſ«rpa- 


.tion, and ſo was King Fames : But they are brought in 


here ſpeaking: (thus ) ro another purpoſe. 

Sid. The preſent King of France hath declared, That 
Kings have that happy want of Power, that they can do 
nothing contrary to the Laws of their Country ; and 
grounds his quarrel with the King of Spain, 1667. upon 
that Principle, King James in his Speech to the Parlia- 
ment, Anno 1603. doth in the higheſt degree aſſert it ; 
the Scripture ſeems to declare it. 

Anſwer. "The Scripture doth ſo fully and fo expreſly 
allert the Rights and an:ontroulable Power of Princes, 
that this Gentleman dares not rely upon their Autho- 
rity, bur only ſays, they ſeem to declare che con- 
4rary. | 

He that is fo taken with the French Kings Comple- 
nent 


(25). 
ment may have leave, for ought I know, to be 
as to ſettle himſelf under his Dominion. 

- King Fames 'faid:no more in that matter than what 
his Scceſſors have exactly practiſed ; what great op- 
preffions can They be juſtly charged with 2 Whar real 
grievances have They not redrefled ? What have They 
done that. concerns the Publick , which fome grear 

Lawyers have*nor juſtified to be conſonant ro Their 
Prerogative, with the Zaws and Cuſtoms of this King- 
dom 2 We ſhould do well to remember the Bz# tor 
Ship- Money, and the Petition of Right; to forget 
the Hiph-Commiſſion, the Star-Chamber, and the Court 
of Wards, were too foul and ſhameleſs an ingratirude ; 
to name no more, was the Z7abeas Corpus AR, a' rai- 
fing the Prerogative to an exorbitant height > Or the 
Effort of an Arbitrary Power? What our Saviour ſaid 
naro the Fews, _ good works have 7 ſhewn you from 
my Father; for. which of thoſe works do you ſtone me ?The 
like may the King apply to his peeviſh and ftabborr 
Subje&s, Many Ads of Grace have I paſſed in favour of 

you; for which of thoſe ds ye conſpire againſt me 2 For 
the truth is, He hath ſtript himfelf fo much of his Pre- 

rogative, that @ more ſther Generation may become 
fo W3/e and Datifel, as to. think ſore 4 of Reſump- 


{o happy 


tion needfut to ſupport the Government : And if our 
bleſſed Lord ſhould think fit to ſend an Epi/2le to King 
Charles the Second; doubtleſs ſome of the Contents 
would be ſuch/as were ſent tothe Angel ofthe Church 
of Philadelphia, Theſe things ſaith He that'is Fly, He 
that is True, He that hath the Key of David, &tc. Fold 
that faſt which thou haſt, that no Man take thy Crown. 
[But there are a Generation of Murmarers and Com- 
plainers, walking after their own luſts, and their Month 
ſpeaketh great ſwelling words, havins Mens Perſons in 
admiration, becauſe of advantage, Theſe delight to 

E transform 


Apoc, 3.11, 


Jude EpiF. 


i. 16. 


( 26) 
transform their Governours' into- Monſters, and des 
by them as the Perſecaters of old did by the beſt of 
Chriſtians, whom they clothed in the Skins of wild 
Beaſts, to:animate the Dogs to tear them. 

To this Purpoſe, *tis well obſerv'd by the Gentle- 
men. of the /ong: Robe, who-managed the charge againſt 
Him:, That whatſoever is ſaid ( in his Book) of 
the Expulſion of Tarquin ; the Inſurredtion againſt 
Nero:; the ſlaughter of Calignla, or Domitian ; The 
Tranſlation of the Crown of France, from Meroveus his, 
Race unto Pepin; and from his Deſcendants unto Zugh 
Capet, and the like are applied by /uzuendo's unto the 
King ; For tho-he did not literally, and expreſly make 
the King concerned:in-them yet, . he could not torbear 
to read his own riddle,. and tell the World what uſe 
was to- be made: of thoſe Examples. 

For,. of ſuch tranſlations of.the Crown, of ſuch Ex+ 
pulſions, Inſurrections, and.Slaughters, he tells ſuch 
as.he thinks fit to inform;. That, _ { 

(Sid.) They have not confidered,, that if ſuch Aits of 
State be not good, there is not a King in the World that 
has any Title to the Crown he bears ; nor can have any, 
wnleſs Fe could deduce his Pedigree from the Eldeſt Son. 


- of Noah, and ſhew that the Succeſſion had ſtill continued 


zs theEldeſt of the Eldeſt Line,and been ſo deduced to.him, 
Anſwer, This Gentleman , is.in 'a great miſtake. 
about. the Sons. of Noah ; For, though 1a all the Line. 
before Him there were none of the Sons and:Daugh-. 
ters mentioned, but the Elder Son. only, yet when He. 
comes to Noah's Poſterity, he mentions his Three Sons:.. 
by Name. Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Faphet, and. 
herein He obſerves. not the Order of Nature, but.men-. 

tions the yoaurger fixſt, alluding to his Dignity ; tor in- 
deed they were to be ſo many Abſolute and Indepen- . 
dent Princes, as well as Heads of .diſtin&t F _— $ 
WACTIEs - 


Tap) 


'wherefore having reckoned them up in Order with 
be their Iſſue, Moſes concludes thus, 7heſe-are the Fami- $,, gen .s. 
| lies of the Sons of Noah after their Generations,in their & 10 Chap- 
Nations; and by theſe were the Nations divided in the *** 
#. . Earth after the Flood. 
| Having intimated thus much for clearing that mi- 
ſtake, we may obſerve plainly, that 'tis his Deſign, 
to gue/tzon, and ſhake all the Crowns in Chriſtendom, 
and to render their 7exure dubious ; (that from the un» 
certainty of theirTitle,thePeople may have ſome excuſe 
toRebel, 6 the better colour to Depole theirSoveraigns. 
And yet, He pretends herein to do all Princes a 
great kindneſs. That we may underſtand his meaning, 
his words are theſe: | 
| Sid. Every one may ſee what advantage this would be 
| to all the Kings of theWorld ; and whether that failing, 
| (He means that Elder Line failing) 7t were not better 
| for them to acknowledge they had received their Crowns 
l by the conſent of willing Nations, or to have no better 


Title to them, thew UVſurpation and Violence, which by 
the ſame ways may be taken fromthem. | 
Anſwer. *Tis true; for all Hiſtory tells us, That 
Thrones.and Scepters have been frequently tranſlated 
from one Line and Family -to another ; nor can it be 
denied, that through God's permiſſion, and for fome 
juſt eads of Providence, the 4cquifttion of Dominion, 
or the Purchaſe and Poſſeſſion of a Crown, may be at- 
tempted by 7/7 means, and'the Adminiſtration of it may 
be culpable too : Yet, for all this, the Soveraign Power 
it. ſelf, is God's Ordinance, and He that is inveſted with 
it, God's Miniſter ; and being daely ſettled, (that He 
may not be found to be male fidei Poſſeſſor ; but legak 
ly eſtabliſhed) proceſs of Time gives Him a fair Pre- 
ns ep : And thenhis Perſon and Authority ( which 
make up the Magiſtrate or Soveraign) are got to be 
violated. Ea Where 


LIMI 


(28) 
_ Where the Wi/dom, Power, and Juſtice of Almighty 
God (in his Providence, over Humane Afairs) are 
acknowledged and had in FYexeration, that is, where 
Religion bears ſway ; there this Doctrine is ſtedfaſtly 
believed. 

"Tis ſuggeſted by a Parliament, (25 Hen.8. C.22.) 
That the Great 2nd imviolable Grants of Furiſdiftions to 
Emperors, Kings,. and Princes 7» Succeſſion to their 
Heirs (are) by God immediately. 

*Tis- certain, of all the ways of coming to the 
Crown, That of Succeſſion by Inheritance is the moſt 
Natweral and carries the cleareft Stamp and Impreſſion of 
Divine Right, *Tis the moſt ſteady, ſecure, and eaſy, 
to the Prince ; the moſt quiet ,. ſafe, and beneficial 
to the Subjet, and; all things weigh'd in an even 
Ballance, *tis the moſt happy to'Them 40th. 

Wherefore all Wiſe, and ſober Men do highly value 
this Title of Succeftor: They: are: molt indear'd to'ir, 
and-ſtudy to preſerve it. Such as-dq otherwife; are 
the Hayghty, and Ambitions, who may emulate; bur 
cannot truly love their Soverazge, andit They be, up- 
on any-Aecconnt, obnoxious:to his Juſtice; They look 
upon him with. a timorous fulpicion, and :their Jea- 
loufie keeps Them always 0n.their Guard, And be- 
cauſe ,: "They. think: they- cannat detend themielves 
againſt Him otherwiſe, They are continually in Agi- 
ration; by ene means or other, to:depreſs and weaken 
Him, til They have brought Him folow,that they art 
able to-tread Him'under; and then: {- if they can fet 
Him aſide, -to ſecure their own Crimes, . and: gratifie 
their Ambition ). 'They take:the Sovereign Power into 
their own Poſleſiion. [ii 
. . For other;Serts,of Mep,; whoiare-apt to diſtutbthe 
Government by. Succeflion, they; are either Poor'aud 
Indigent, whole Necellitiesmakethem Keen andEager 


© - 


<- 
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. to. fiſh m troubled Waters! Qr the Malipert and Fro- 
ward, who are ſtimulated-.by their awn Malice, Diſ- 
content,and.Ravy,to fly in ghe face of their Superiors : 

.or laſtly, the Havatica/ and New-faugJed, whoſe hu- 
mour does very-ameh refemble that of. fond and way- 

. ward Children; who long for the Approach of a New 
Fair, tho commonly -it-brings Them:home no other 
Prize, then @ New Nythzzg. Dn | 

Such Men. as-arc carried;by. the ByaſTof their own 
Inclinatiqn to- diſturþ the-Government and Succefſion, 
will. be-forward enough, - ad.doubt, towheadle others: 

into thezr Conſpiracy. | E 

 _ The. guilded ook, with: the ſurprizing Bait, They 

aſually throw our $0 this etiet, is:the falſe and chea- 
ting, the Plauſible Pretence of Liberty and Reformation. 
And to make this ſeem no leſs needful thea Reafong- 

. ble, tho really they.are only. the Laws-in force that 

-grieve them, as checking their attempts of Innoyati- 

-o0 :.) They ſuggeſt, with. all the Malice and Artifice 
they. can, the danger of. an-Arditrary Power, and the 

_ Change of our Religion, which ao Body but themſelves 
can ſee,” becauſe none. but themſelves do infallibly de- 

. fign tg introducethem.. . . 

-/, But toreturn fromthis ſhort {tho not impertinent) 

. digrefion, this Gentleman-hes no Fancy. tothe Divine 
Right. of Government, . and therefore He would ag- 
viſe Prinees-to Yay .qfde-that Plea; and to take a 7ir/e 

from he conſent of willing Nations. This T'confeſs would : 

Auitzbeſt with his Deſign, and Purpoſe; it would much. 

aaken the Prancets-claim and Intereſt ; for that Domi- 
AMon-is but Precarious which is founded on the Grace 

.and favour of the People ; for ſuch as have but little 

\2enengt ion for. the Government, when they are told 

« "(48 undoubtedly. Ged y Ordinance, will have much lels, : 

whem:they kaowat is nothing hut their own, and they 

wall. 
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will be the more ready to throw it off with'Sco -r» a» 
Violence, upon all Occaſions.” Ko 5 ON 

His wiling Nation may 'ſet up a Ramp-Pariiament, 
or ( which is all one, ) may chooſe a Fattioas Parry, 
that will turn out, -all- Loyal and Sober Members, and'(er 
up Themſelves.: And then *tis poſſible , They may 
imagine - miſchief and -fall into a Conſult, ZZow ?o caſt 
Him down from his Excelleacy, whom God will exalt. 

'Such a FaRion among the Fews ſhametfully rejected 
their Mejas, the King of Saints; becauſe he did not 


appear in ſuch a State of Splendoxr, as might gratific 


their Pride and Carnal Luſts : they took up this Reſo- 
lution: Nolumus Hunc Reguare , We will not have 
this Man to'Reignover us. And tho they knew Him 
to be the Right Heir, yet they paſs'dthis Vote againſt 
Him, Come let us kill Him and ſeize upon hi Tnherj- 


'fauce. This is a moſt certain Truth, the right humour 
-of this Gentlemar's Wi#ig-Nation ; and after the Ex- 
ample of our Saviour , we have the Experience of our 
-own Times to make it plain and evident. ' 


$4. "This Gentleman pleads further, 7hat, if me- 
wertheleſs the Writer was miſtaken, he might have been 
refuted by Law, Reaſon, and Scripture; and nd ' Man 
for ſuch matters was ever otherwiſe puniſhed, than by 
being made to ſee his Error ; and it hath not (as ] 
think) been ever known, that they had been referred v0 
the Fudgment of a Fury, compoſed of Men utterly unable 
to comprehend them. 229 £&8 

Anſwer. Matters of harmleſs Speculation - (*tis true) 


we may freely debate of, pro and con, for diverſion 


and diſcourſe ; but for ſuch Doctrines as are pernicions 
to the Crowns, and Lives of Princes, he that writes 
them with the poixr of his Sword in Blood, as Mr. S:d- 
ney hath cone ; and after the-murder of- ove: Prince, 
and the happy Reſtauration of another, does ſtill ad- 

vance 


(31) 


vance the ſame DoQtines to animate the Party to a 
| freſh Rebellion, whatever Arguments are uſed to refute 
the Errour, *tis the juſteſt Law, and the higheſt Rea- 
fon imaginable, that: ſuch a Perſon, ſhould be referr'd 
. tothe Judgment of a Jury for his Conviction; and *'tis: 
not his bold charge (againſt the Officers: of Juftice,) 
[ that-the: Parnel are not-able to comprehend his Poli-- 
ticks] that. will impeach their Yerdid, | 
. FSid., The Gentleman goes on thus, Bu? there was- 
little of this in mycaſe ; the extravagance of my Proſe- 
cutors goes higher : The above. mentioned Treatiſe was 
never finiſhed, nor could be in many. years, and moſt. 
probably. would never  bave : beep. ” So much as is of it, 
was written long fince, never reviewed: nor ſhewn unto- 
any. Man ;. and the Fiftieth Part rhe was produc'd; and 
not the Tenth of that offer d to be read.” That which: 
was never known unto thoſe; who- are ſaid tohave con- 
ſpired with. me, was ſaid to be intended to ſtir up the- 
People in Proſecution of the Deſigns of thoſe Conſpira- 
Fors. | | | | 
When nothing of particular Application unto Time,” 
Place, or Perſon could be found in it ;. ( as hath ever» 
been done by, thoſe whoendeavour'd to raiſe Inſurretti- 
ons) all was ſupplyed by Innuendo's. -  * © 
Anſwer. Tha: He made not. anexd of -his-Treatiſe-: 
might-be, becauſe Hefound the Task too hard, and: 
therefore the knots He could not «»tis he refolv'd to- 
cut aſunder. _ 8 | xi; Ss 
Or perhaps He might be impatient of delay, and ha- 
ving confirm'd his Doctrine as -well as He: could, He 
made haſte to come taApplication;and having laid down:: 
this for his Majer Propoſition, That all Tyrants are to« 
be deſtroyed; he. was well aſſur'd Zis Party knew his-- 
meaning by his cexferences, and would take the Hznor 
for granted, and ſo fall on, with Rage, and Malice to- 
make the Concluſion by force of Arms... That« 


© 


(32) 
"That the whole Treatiſe was not read was a pitiful: 
Cavil,, We know Gentlemen are notat leiſure:to'read 


_ whole Poſumes whenthey' ſit-in a Courr:of Juſtice. 'Be- 


See Tryal, 
P- 23, 24z ZFo 


ſides, if the: Devil himſelf were to write a Book, tio 
doubt there would be ſomerhing good in it. Ant 
whereas' He talks of 7unacndo's, 35 if He could not be 
reacl''d without « diſtant, and'ifar-ferchr inference, 
there was enough produc'dat: his Tryal, i7# words at 
length to do his bufineſs. © 7 EN 

Sid. But He ſays, was long fince told, that I muſt. 
die, or the Plot muſt die. yh 

Anſwer. Having beenſolong and ſowell acquainted 
with the Good 01d Cauſe,” and/havingeſpous'd: the late' 
Plot which was the Daughter of it, *tis pity that any 
thing ſhould divorce them, that. as they long had 
liv'd, fo they ſhould at haſt have died together.. 

Sid. Leſt the.means of deſtroying the Beſt. Proteſtants 
in England /hould fail,” the Bench maſt be filled with ſuch 
as had been Blemifhes to the' Bar. ONS 

None but ſuch as theſe would have adviſed with the 
King's Council; of the means of bringing a Man to 
Death ; ſuffered a:Fary to be packed by the King's Sollicte 
tor. , and the. under 'Sheriff ; admit of Fury-Men who 
are not Free- holders ;' receive ſuch Evidence as-is above - 
mentioned'; refuſe 4 Copy of an Tndidtment, or to ſuf- 
fer the' Statute of 46. Edw. 3. To be read, that doth 
expreſly ena, . It fhould' in no caſe be denied” unto- any 
Man upon any Occaſion whatſoen'er 5 over-rule' the moſt 
zmportant'Points of Faw without hearing. And whereas 
the Stat. 25. Edw. 3. #pon which they foid T ſhould be 
Tried, doth feſerve unto the Parliament all Conſtruttions 
tobe made in Points of Treaſon, They could afſame unto 
Themſelves not oaly a Power tb make C ouſtruftions ; but 

ſach Conſtructions as neither agree with Law, Reafon, 
or common Senſe, , | 
Anſwer. 


A 


- Anſwer, *Tis nothing ſtrange, that a Perfon who 
deſpiſes Dominion, ſhould ſpeak evil of Dignities ; yu 


our Rule is expreſs to the contrary ; 7hou ſhalt not ro 1:0») 


vile the Gods '( or Judges ) nor Curſe the Ruler of thy 
People; nor 1s it confonant to that Spirit of Meetze/s, 
which the Laws of our Chriſtianity commend unto us ; 
He might have learn'd a better Leſſon, not- only from 
Our Bleſſed Saviour, who was as « Lamb dumb before 
the Shearer ; but from Michael alſo the Arch- Anze!, 
who tho He had a ſharp conteſt with the Dev// abour 
the Body of Moſes (which might be the Common-wealtt 
of Iſrael, his Body Politick)yet He durſt not bring again 
Him a railing Accuſation. E's 

The Proceedings He complains of, no doubt were 
Juſt and Legal: But theſe Men have diverſe Weights 
and Meaſures, an Ephaand an Epha; and are loth to be 
tryed by the ſame Rules, which they uſe to condemn 
others by.When they bring before the Bar ſuch as they 
malign, no Proceedings can be ſevere enough ; bur, 
when it comes to their own Turn, that Juſtice is 
meted out to-them according to their own meaſure, 


then they complain, *ris too ſevere and rigorous ; nei- 
ther agreeable with Law , Reaſon or Common..Senſer; 


But-the Pen and Tongue of a Malefactor are no ſlander 
to his Judges. 

Mr. Sidney eloſes his Paper thus : By. zhefe means 7 
am brought to this Place. The Lord forgive theſe Prg- 
ices, and avert the Evils that threaten the Nation 


from them. The Lord Sanuttifie theſe my ſufferings unto 


me; and though I fall as a Sacrifice unto [dols, ſuffer not 

1dolatry to be eſtabliſhed in this Land. Bleſs thy People, 

and fave them. Defend thy own Cauſe, and defend 

thoſe that defend it. Stir up ſuch as are faint; . Dire 

thoſe that are willing; Confirm thoſe that waver. Give 

Wiſdom and Integrity unto all. Order all things ſo as 
: F 


may 


Sn IIs 


way moſt redound unto thine own Glory... Grant that Tmay 
ie glorifying Thee for all thy Mercies ; and that at the 
laſt, Thou haſt permitted me to be fingled out as a Wit 
neſs of thy Truth; andeven by the Confeſſion of my Oppo- 


ſers, for that Old Cauſe, 7» which I was from my Touth : 
engaged ; and for which Thou haſt often and wonderfully 5 
declared thy ſelf. | | 


Anſwer, Who can expet, that an humble , and 
well temper'd Prayer, ſhould follow ſuch a Preface, 
as we met withal in the laſt Paragraph of his Pa-. 

cr? 
| Though He was very early engaged inthe late Re- 
bellion, yet I hope he did not Covenant againſt Repen- 
pentance, though he gives-.us littke.or nothing of the 
fruits or ſigns of it. [He ſeemsto have fo much of the 
Phariſee in his Moral conftitution, , as to over-look all 
his own faults. Offences againſt his Prince he will not 
own ;. and, as if there hadbeen no g4//z upon Him in. 
the /ght of God, He ſcorns to own ſuch an--angenerous 
Practice as to ask ZZ:s Pardon. ] =o 

Yet, They were the Principles, which He profeſs'd 

and praQtis'd, that did both threaten and aftli& the 
Nation; but- having at- laft brought Him to the. 
Block with ſeveral of the Accomplices to their deſer- 
ved execution, we. hope, the Juſtice whiclt has been - 
done upon. them, - will be a means to avert thoſe Evils, . 
which their wicked Parſuits would have bronght upon | 
us. ON . Hg 

He ſays, He falls a Sacrifice to Idols ; but-what dos. 
He has not told us; but St. Pau! tells us, We know, that 
an [tol is nothing in the World. But: let Hum take thar,if 
He pleaſe, for St. Auſtin's Nothing,and that-is nothing | 
elſe but Sir ;. and in that Senſe, -indeed He. fella Sarrs- 
fice to Idols; that-is, to his own' Treaſon and Confpt-. 
racy, which are the'/dols He.perſuades is Party fill 
to ſupport and ſerve. ' | What 


t Cor. 8. 4. 
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"What means Heelſe by Praying for the Proſperity of 


that Cauſe which hath filld the Nation with Blood and 
Violence, and has been an Aſtoniſhment to the whole 
World > Though he might have his Religion to choole, 
(proteſſing none either on the Scaffold, or in his Paper, } 
yet, herein he plays the Part of a fond /dolater, and 
call'd upon the Lord to abet his Party in the e/tab/r/þ- 
ment of that Moloch ; and indeed what better Religion 
could be expected trom him, who, \ it report has not 
bely'd Him,) made choice of 7ully for his Evange/i/t, 
and his Offices for the Goſpel of his Salvation, to con- 
duct his thoughts to the Joys and Comforts of another 
life. 

He concludes his Paper with a kind of 'tmvixuy 
or triumphant Conſolation , but He deludes Him- 
ſelf, more like a 7urk than a Chriftian, by the mil- 
conſtruction of ſucceſs, and the dubious Events of 
Providence. 

- HeFlatters Almighty God into TheirParty,and tells 
Him., 7 hou haſt often and wonderfully declar'd thy ſelf for 
that Old Cauſe z» which Twas from my youth engaged. 

He ſhould have conſidered, That the Devit's Device 
and Malice-may beiin the Conſpiracy, tho God is pleas'd 
to. Declare Himſelf in the 7»/arredtion that inſues it. 

' David was under a very fad Diſpenfation, when He 


" was forc'd to flee out of Jeruſalew, to make his eſcape 


from the Sword of 45/o/om, when He went up by the 
Aſcent of Mount Olivet, He wept as Fe went up, 


and his Head covered, aud he went bare foot: And 
»all the People that was with Him, covered every 


Man bis Head, and they went up weeping as they wehr 
up; They were uncertain whether they ſhould ever re- 
rurn again to Jeruſalem ; The good King might have 
taken up that Lamentation, Lord where are thy old 
loving kindeſſes which thou ſwarefs unto David in thy 
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Truth Thou haſt overthrown all his Hedges, and dii- 
ven Him from his ſtrongholds. All they that go by ſpoit 


Him, and He is become a rebuke to His Neighbours : 
Thou haſt ſet up the right Hand of His Enemies, and 


made all his Adverſaries torejoyce, Thou haſt put out his” 


Glory and caſt His Crown down to the Ground. 

The Kings condition we ſee waswery ſad, and he 
was reduc'd to great ſtraits and hardſhip ; yet, for all 
this, Achitophel was:a Zraztor, and Abſolom a Rebel , 
tho they might flatter Themſelves with fair hopes o# 
Vi&ory, yet the guilt in both was Damnable. 


* Butrather then-they ſhould go unpuniſhed, a-ſenſe- 


leſs Oak became an Eſquire Fetch to the Ambitions 
Rebel, and his own: Beaſt. turn'd 'Him off, and teft him 
dangling betwixt Heaven and Earth in torments;'and 
the crafty Traitor (who had been of the Privy Council 
to the Pious King ) turn'd fo Loyal an Officer to juſt 
vengeance, that He became his own Execationer.: 

But did God really ſo ofzex,- and: ſo wonderfully-de- 
clare Himſelf for-. that Cauſe ? -Was. that Declaration 
made by. an Orac/e > Ora Voice from Heaven > Or on« 
ly by the Efedts of Providence ?. And what Commentas- 
rzes have they to teach them the meaning of ſuch Dis 
vine Declarations? Why , God: :declar'd Humlelf all 
the.ways forementioned,. torthe-Arraigament and Pro- 
ſecution of his. beloved Son. When 4otþ Herod, and 
Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles and the People of Wrael, 
were gathered together againſt the Holy: Child Feſus, 
whom God had.anointed; the Holy Text ſays, God had 
his own Counſel, and hand amongſt: them: And yet our 


Saviour tells them plainly, They atcdby the inſtiga- 
tion of the Devil ;. This 75 your hear, and the Power of 


darkneſs. 
And I.pray tell me, were not all the Methods and 
Devices of Satan /egib/e in the Pradtice and Procee- 


ding 
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ding of that Fanatick Fafion, againſt our King of ever 
blefſed Memory 2 Was not that 0/4 Cauſe: mana- 
ged by Hypocriſy and Fraud, and carryed on by 
Lyes. and Slanders, Leagues, and Perjuries, . by Sedi- 


tion and Sacriledge, by Blood and Violence? And 


are not theſe the notorious works of the Devil ? +. 

But. on the other fide; In the defeat of that Old 
Cauſe, God declar'd Himſelf, not only Wife and Juſt, 
but merciful and Gracious to a Miracle, This appear'd, 
not only to the Joy and Satisfaction of the 7 oyal ; but 
alſo, to the Surprize and Altoniſhment of the Rebel-- 
Party; and it was evident, as well in the ſudden. 
and anexpeted Atcheivement', as in the. /zzz/e, or 
20 viſible means at all, to effect it. 

The Song of the Pſal/mi/t was then ours, When the 


' Lord turned our Captivity, then were we like unto them 


that dream ; His Majeſty's happy return to his King-- 
doms, was to us, a Reſurreftion, and ( like the Reſtz- 


zution of the Jewiſh Nation) Life from the Dead. Rom. 11, 


The Church therefore: doth worthily celebrate this 
His Majeſties Re/tauration as Miraculoas ;. and beſides 
all other Wonders that attended, we have AA of 
Parliament to warrant it. 


The Firſt Cole for May 29.1s : O Lord God of Our 
Salvation, who haſt been exceedingly Gracious unto this 
Land, and by thy Miraculous Providence haſt deliver- 
ed us out of our late miſerable "OO by Reſtoring : 
to us our Dread Soveraign Lord, thy Servant, King 
Charles ; Ie are now here before thee with all due thank-- 


fulneſs, to acknowledge thine unſpeakable Goodneſs this 


Day ſhewed unto Vs; and to offer up our Sicrifices of 
Praiſe unto thy Glorious Name, humbly beſeeching thee - 


to accept this our unfeigned, though unworthy Oblation : 
of our ſelves ; vowing all Holy Otedience in Thought, 


Word, 


tr 
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Word, dnd Work, unto thy Divine Majeſty; 
wo in phee, and for thee, all Loyal and ju Burj »y 
Yogiance 20. thine Anointed Servant, and te bis Heirs af- 
rer Elim : Whom we beſtech thee to Weſe with all increaſe 
of Grace, Honour, and Happineſs in-this World, ani 
70 Crown Him with Immortality and Glory in the World 
#0 come 3 for Jeſus: C brit ay Ys our ny 5s and 
Sxvjour. Amen 


k 


